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Quito: A Journey Through History and Culture

Welcome to Quito, Ecuador's capital city nestled high in the Andes Mountains. This 
comprehensive 2-day guide will immerse you in the city's colonial heritage, vibrant 
culture, and breathtaking landscapes, perfect for first-time visitors.

Historical Overview
Quito, a UNESCO World Heritage site, holds the distinction of being one of the best-
preserved historic centers in Latin America. Founded on ancient Indigenous 
settlements, the city showcases a remarkable blend of Spanish colonial architecture 
and indigenous influences, creating a unique cultural tapestry that spans centuries.

Iconic Landmarks
•  Basilica del Voto Nacional: An impressive neo-Gothic basilica featuring 
distinctive Ecuadorian wildlife in its architecture, offering panoramic views of 
the historic center from its towers.

•  La Compañía de Jesús: Known as the crown jewel of Quito's churches, this 
baroque masterpiece astounds visitors with its gold-leaf interior and intricate 
architectural details.

•  El Panecillo: A prominent hill crowned with the aluminum Virgin of Quito 
statue, providing spectacular views of the city and surrounding volcanoes.

Cultural Treasures
•  Museo de la Ciudad: A fascinating museum housed in a historic building, 
chronicling Quito's social and cultural evolution through the centuries.

•  Casa Museo Guayasamín: The former home and museum of Ecuador's 
most famous artist, Oswaldo Guayasamín, showcasing his powerful works 
and extensive art collection.

•  Plaza Grande: The heart of colonial Quito, surrounded by significant 
buildings including the Presidential Palace and Metropolitan Cathedral.

Natural Wonders
•  Teleférico: One of the world's highest aerial lifts, offering breathtaking views 
of Quito and the surrounding volcanic peaks.

•  Parque Itchimbia: A beautiful urban park providing panoramic views of the 
historic center and a peaceful escape from the city bustle.



Practical Travel Tips
•  Transportation: Utilize taxis and public transportation; be cautious with 
valuables.

•  Best Times to Visit: June to September for clearer skies and less rainfall.

•  Altitude: Quito sits at 2,850 meters (9,350 feet); take time to acclimate.

•  Safety: Stay vigilant, especially in crowded tourist areas; keep valuable 
items secure.

2-Day Itinerary Highlights
Day 1: Basilica del Voto Nacional, La Compañía de Jesús, Plaza Grande, El Panecillo

Day 2: Teleférico de Quito, Parque Itchimbia, Museo de la Ciudad, Casa Museo 
Guayasamín

This guide presents a curated selection of over 20 locations, allowing you to customize 
your Quito experience. Each destination offers unique insights into the city's rich 
cultural heritage and stunning architecture.

Quito is more than just a colonial city; it's a living museum where history comes alive 
at every corner. As you explore its narrow cobblestone streets, admire the baroque 
churches, and soak in the mountain views, you'll discover why this Andean capital 
continues to captivate visitors from around the world.

Let the charm of Quito's historic streets, the warmth of its people, and the majesty of 
its mountain setting create unforgettable memories during your journey. Enjoy your 
adventure in Quito!



Itinerary Preview
2 days

DAY
01

Basílica del Voto Nacional

Church of the Society of Jesus

Casa Gangotena

El Panecillo

DAY
02

TelefériQo Cable Car

Parque Itchimbía

Museum of the City

Casa Museo Guayasamín



Daily Events



Day 1

09:00

11:00

Basílica del Voto Nacional

Venezuela 11-263 y, Quito 170130, Ecuador

11:45

13:45

Church of the Society of Jesus

García Moreno N10-43, Quito 170401, Ecuador

14:30

16:30

Casa Gangotena

Bolívar, Cuenca, Quito 170401, Ecuador

17:15

19:15

El Panecillo

El Panecillo, 170111 Quito, Ecuador



Map for Day 1



Day 2

09:00

11:00

TelefériQo Cable Car

Fulgencio Araujo, y, Quito 170527, Ecuador

11:45

13:45

Parque Itchimbía

QGH2+39C, Quito 170136, Ecuador

14:30

16:30

Museum of the City

García Moreno, Quito 170405, Ecuador

17:15

19:15

Casa Museo Guayasamín

Mariano Calvache E18-94 y, Quito 170135, Ecuador



Map for Day 2



Spots



Zazu
Mariano Aguilera 331, Quito 170517, Ecuador

Opening Hours:
Monday: 12:00 - 3:30 PM, 6:00 - 11:00 PM
Tuesday: 12:00 - 3:30 PM, 6:00 - 11:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 - 3:30 PM, 6:00 - 11:00 PM
Thursday: 12:00 - 3:30 PM, 6:00 - 11:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 - 3:30 PM, 6:00 - 11:00 PM
Saturday: 6:00 - 11:00 PM
Sunday: Closed

Phone:
(02) 254-3559

Carondelet Palace
QFJP+5X2, García Moreno, Quito 170401, Ecuador

Summary:
1801 palace housing government offices & presidential quarters, with areas open to the 
public.

Opening Hours:
Monday: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Tuesday: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Wednesday: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Thursday: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Friday: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Sunday: 11:11 AM - 11:00 PM

Phone:
(02) 382-7000



La Mariscal Artisan Market
Jorge Washington 611, Quito 170143, Ecuador

Summary:
Lively covered market with vendors selling Ecuadorian textiles, jewelry & other 
traditional crafts.

Opening Hours:
Monday: 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Tuesday: 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Wednesday: 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Thursday: 9:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Friday: 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Saturday: 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Phone:
098 771 8191

Museo Templo del Sol Pintor Cristobal Ortega Maila
Manuel Córdova Galarza E28 y, Calle Eduardo Kingman Oe12-174, Quito 170603, 
Ecuador

Summary:
Exhibits on Andean indigenous culture in an imposing stone building designed by 
artist Ortega Maila.

Opening Hours:
Monday: 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Tuesday: 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Wednesday: 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Thursday: 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Friday: 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Phone:
098 484 1851



San Francisco Square
QFHM+JX3, Quito 170401, Ecuador

Parque La Carolina
Parque, Quito 170506, Ecuador

Summary:
Biking, soccer & basketball are popular in this vast park featuring a pond with paddle 
boats.

Opening Hours:
Monday: Open 24 hours
Tuesday: Open 24 hours
Wednesday: Open 24 hours
Thursday: Open 24 hours
Friday: Open 24 hours
Saturday: Open 24 hours
Sunday: Open 24 hours



Middle of the World City
Av. Manuel Córdova Galarza SN, Quito 170311, Ecuador

Summary:
Stone monument along the equator & a plaza where visitors can stand with a foot in 
each hemisphere.

Opening Hours:
Monday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Tuesday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Friday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Phone:
(02) 239-4803

Parque El Ejido
QGR2+8GX, Quito 170136, Ecuador

Summary:
Large, tree-filled park with paths, weekend art exhibitions & vendors selling food & 
crafts.

Opening Hours:
Monday: Open 24 hours
Tuesday: Open 24 hours
Wednesday: Open 24 hours
Thursday: Open 24 hours
Friday: Open 24 hours
Saturday: Open 24 hours
Sunday: Open 24 hours



Centro cultural Itchimbia
QFJX+277, Jose Maria Aguirre, Quito 170136, Ecuador

Opening Hours:
Monday: 5:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Tuesday: 5:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Wednesday: 5:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Thursday: 5:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Friday: 5:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
Sunday: 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Phone:
(02) 322-6363

Casa Gangotena
Bolívar, Cuenca, Quito 170401, Ecuador

Summary:
Sophisticated old-world property in the historical center, offering haute dining & a 
cozy bar.

Opening Hours:
Monday: Open 24 hours
Tuesday: Open 24 hours
Wednesday: Open 24 hours
Thursday: Open 24 hours
Friday: Open 24 hours
Saturday: Open 24 hours
Sunday: Open 24 hours

Phone:
(844) 878-6981



Mindalae - Ethnohistoric & Crafts Museum of Ecuador
Reina Victoria N26-166, Quito 170517, Ecuador

Opening Hours:
Monday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Tuesday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Friday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM - 5:00 PM
Sunday: 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Phone:
223-0609

Church of the Society of Jesus
García Moreno N10-43, Quito 170401, Ecuador

Summary:
Iconic baroque church, built from 1605–1765, known for its elaborately carved, gilded 
interior.

Opening Hours:
Monday: 9:30 AM - 6:30 PM
Tuesday: 9:30 AM - 6:30 PM
Wednesday: 9:30 AM - 6:30 PM
Thursday: 9:30 AM - 6:30 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM - 5:30 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Sunday: 12:30 - 4:00 PM

Phone:
(02) 258-4175



Calle de la Ronda
C. de la Rda., 170130 Quito, Ecuador

El Panecillo
El Panecillo, 170111 Quito, Ecuador

Summary:
Rounded hill, a local landmark, with a 41m aluminum statue of the Virgin of Quito at 
its summit.



Museum of the City
García Moreno, Quito 170405, Ecuador

Summary:
Small museum in a 1565 hospital featuring exhibits about Quito's history & a tranquil 
courtyard.

Opening Hours:
Monday: Closed
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday: 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Thursday: 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Friday: 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM - 5:30 PM
Sunday: 9:00 AM - 5:30 PM

Phone:
(02) 381-3340

Casa Museo Guayasamín
Mariano Calvache E18-94 y, Quito 170135, Ecuador

Opening Hours:
Monday: 9:30 AM - 4:45 PM
Tuesday: 9:30 AM - 4:45 PM
Wednesday: 9:30 AM - 4:45 PM
Thursday: 9:30 AM - 4:45 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM - 4:45 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM - 4:45 PM
Sunday: Closed

Phone:
(02) 244-6455



Iglesia de Santo Domingo
C. Guayaquil S1-76, Quito 170130, Ecuador

Summary:
Place of worship including a neo-Gothic altarpiece, with 16th & 17th-century paintings 
& sculptures.

Opening Hours:
Monday: 7:00 AM - 1:00 PM, 5:00 - 7:00 PM
Tuesday: 7:00 AM - 1:00 PM, 5:00 - 7:00 PM
Wednesday: 7:00 AM - 1:00 PM, 5:00 - 7:00 PM
Thursday: 7:00 AM - 1:00 PM, 5:00 PM - 12:00 
AM
Friday: 12:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Saturday: 7:00 AM - 1:00 PM, 5:00 - 7:00 PM
Sunday: 7:00 AM - 1:00 PM, 5:00 - 7:00 PM

Phone:
(02) 228-0518

TelefériQo Cable Car
Fulgencio Araujo, y, Quito 170527, Ecuador

Summary:
Attraction with a cablecar lift to the top of a mountain for high-altitude hikes & 
panoramic views.

Opening Hours:
Monday: 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Tuesday: 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Wednesday: 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Thursday: 10:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Friday: 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday: 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM
Sunday: 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM

Phone:
(02) 222-2996



Independence Square
and Chile St Venezuela, García Moreno N5-16, Quito 170401, Ecuador

Summary:
Grand plaza & park in the heart of old Quito, lined with monumental government & 
church buildings.

Opening Hours:
Monday: Open 24 hours
Tuesday: Open 24 hours
Wednesday: Open 24 hours
Thursday: Open 24 hours
Friday: Open 24 hours
Saturday: Open 24 hours
Sunday: Open 24 hours

Parque Itchimbía
QGH2+39C, Quito 170136, Ecuador

Summary:
Forested park with hiking trails & an ornate, 19th-century glasshouse full of rare trees 
& orchids.

Opening Hours:
Monday: 6:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Tuesday: 6:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Wednesday: 6:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Thursday: 6:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Friday: 6:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday: 6:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Sunday: 6:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Phone:
099 711 2726



Basílica del Voto Nacional
Venezuela 11-263 y, Quito 170130, Ecuador

Summary:
Monumental 19th-century church featuring ornate neo-Gothic styling & city views 
from its towers.

Opening Hours:
Monday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Tuesday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Thursday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Friday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturday: 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Sunday: Closed

Phone:
096 390 4065


